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Welcome to the Forum 
 
Forum:     Business and Human Rights 
 
Topic:      Child labor in East and Southeast Asia 
 
Member states represented: China, Mongolia, Philippines, Indonesia, Japan, USA, 

Russia, India, Romania, Great Britain, Australia, 
Vietnam, Turkey, Bangladesh, France 

 
Student officers:    Drenushe Krasniqi and John Baller 
 
Position:     Chair and Co-chair 
 
 
 

The chair and co-chair would like to welcome to our forum and wish 
we will have a productive session. 

 

 
Drenushe& John  
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Introduction 
 
East and Southeast Asia as a developed economic zone is home to more working children than 
any region in the world; an estimated 168 million children aged 5-17 years are compelled to 
work for their survival. Millions of those children are not even enrolled in school at all. 
 
These children work in a number of economic sectors, including domestic labor, seafood 
processing, garment and footwear factories, mining and quarrying, pyrotechnics, rag-picking 
and scavenging, rubber and sugar-cane plantations, entertainment and other services.  Some 
of these children become victims of trafficking and sexual abuse. 
 
The continuing persistence of child labor poses a threat to national economies and has severe 
negative short and long term consequences for the fulfillment of children’s rights guaranteed 
by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) – including denial of 
education and frequent exposure to violence. 
 
UNICEF supports the 2010 Roadmap for achieving the elimination of the worst forms of child 
labor by 2016 and its follow-up Brasilia Declaration on Child Labor (2013) which provide 
guidance for an integrated response to child labor. UN as an organization has cooperated with 
other international organizations towards this matter such as International Labor 
Organization (ILO). ILO has an international program for the elimination of child labor (IPEC). 
 
Even with a lot of initiatives to stop child labor or at least to put policies towards governments 
and organization this topic is a concern not just in East and Southeast Asia but in a lot parts of 
the world, where the number of millions of children is increasing. 
 
Furthermore, tackling this issue is vital to reach the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
set by the UN. 
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Definition of Key Terms 
 

Child labor refers to the work that deprives children of their childhood, their 

potential and their dignity, and that is harmful to physical and mental 
development. The work that is mentally, physically, socially or morally 
dangerous and harmful to children; and interferes with their schooling 
by: depriving them of the opportunity to attend school; obliging them 
to leave school prematurely; or requiring them to attempt to combine 
school attendance with excessively long and heavy work.  

 

East and Southeast Asia refers to the countries China, Japan, South Korea, North 

Korea, Taiwan, Mongolia, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, Cambodia, Myanmar, 
Laos, Brunei, Timor-Leste. 

 

Domestic work Tasks performed in a household by a person not related to the 

family; usually excludes domestic chores carried out by 
members of the family. 

 

Child domestic labor (CDL) Domestic work undertaken by children younger 

than the legal minimum working age as well as 
by children legally old enough (but still younger 
than 18) under slavery-like, hazardous or other 
exploitative conditions; a form of “child labor to 
be eliminated” as defined in international 
treaties. 

 

Light work Work permitted by law for children of at least 12 or 13 years of age. 

The law may allow for specific activities that are not harmful to a 
child’s health and development and does not prejudice attendance at 
school and participation in vocational training nor “the capacity to 
benefit from the instruction received”. For statistical purposes, ILO 
defines light work as that which does not exceed 14 hours per week. 

 

Abolitionist A person who favors the abolition of any law or practice deemed 

harmful to society. 
A reformer who favors abolishing slavery.  
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General Overview 
 

Historical example 
Child labor has its roots early in history. This phenomenon has not been happening in just East 
and Southeast Asia but in all the parts of the world. It is believed that it started in England 
during late 1700s and early 1800s and then it spread in United States. By the mid -1800s child 
labor was a major problem. East and Southeast Asia has one of the highest numbers of 
children economically involved compare to other regions of the world. 

There have been attempts to solve this issue but it is still a conservational debate over 
the need of the elimination of child domestic labor. This is a consequence of the lack of a 
thorough analysis of the working and living conditions of these children in many East and 
Southeast Asian countries. 

There are so many reasons why there is lack of information about the job that these 
children do in this region of the world. One of them is job arrangements, in most cases, are 
informal and are made between the child’s parents, or an intermediary, and the employer. 
The conditions vary not just from country to country but from city to city within a country. 
 

The integration of children that work in education 
Child labor has a major impact on lower secondary education, especially for girls. In many 
Asian countries even though a certain number of education years in compulsory, 
approximately 20 % of children do not study at school. These high percentages are found in 
countries such as Indonesia, Mongolia, Cambodia, Philippines, Vietnam. Since this issue follow 
the children from an early age the access to high education to the children is very difficult. 
 

Difficulty 
There have been so many difficulties regarding this issue. As well as there are so many 
events/phenomena have increased the number of children involved in labour. One of these 
phenomena is the international migration. East and Southeast Asian adult workers have 
drained from their own countries to overseas employment. The adults that stay in their home 
countries prefer to not work with employers who potentially require a lot from them. 
Therefore, children are sought after to fill the demand– supply gap in the adult domestic 
workers’ market. 

Another difficulty related to this issue is the living conditions of the population in this 
region of the world. A majority of the population live in poverty or their standards of living are 
very low. These are push factors for children to work and support their families and often that 
means that the job they will have is not “Ideal”. 

Abolitionist Approach, the other doctrine resolutely advocates for the removal of 
children form work, and call for 13 the combat of the exploitation and abuse of child domestic 
labor. The abolitionist approach proponents contend that although the 1948 United Nations 
Declaration of Human Rights did not specifically mention children, the 1959 Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child emphasizes duties to children and children’s rights as claims against society. 
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Timeline of Key Events 
 
Early 1800 
Power-driven machines replaced hand labor for making most manufactured items. Factories 
began to spring up everywhere, first in England and then in the United States. The factory 
owners found a new source of labor to run their machines — children. Operating the power-
driven machines did not require adult strength, and children could be hired more cheaply than 
adults. 
 
1802 – 1878 
Britain was the first to pass laws regulating child labor. From 1802 to 1878, a series of laws 
gradually shortened the working hours, improved the conditions, and raised the age at which 
children could work. Other European countries adopted similar laws. 
 
1810 
About 2 million school-age children were working 50- to 70-hour weeks. 
 
11/20/1959 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child is adopted by the General Assembly. 
 
1924 
Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child, discussion about the need to extend particular 
care to the child. 
 
1999 
Convention on the right of the child was created. 
 
 
 

UN involvement, Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events 
 

● RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY on the report of the Third 
Committee (A/51/615)] 51/77.  The rights of the child- 20 February 1997. 

● PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN. A/51/492. Exploitation 
of child labor- 14 October 1996. 

● Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999 (No. 182) 
● On 22nd of November 2016, the Third Committee approved 12 Draft Resolutions on 

Early Marriage, Bullying, Indigenous Peoples, as Children’s Rights Dominate 
Discussion. 

● The U.N. Declaration of the Rights of the Child (DRC) was adopted by the General 
Assembly in 1959. 

● Joining forces against child labor-Inter-agency report for The Hague Global Child 
Labor Conference of 2010 May 2010. 
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 
 

1. The call for universal, free and compulsory basic education is a central pillar in both 
poverty reduction and children’s rights goals. But despite many countries’ efforts to 
promote universal primary education and especially access for girls, progress has 
been disappointingly slow. 

 
2. Current trends in enrolment in sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia and the Arab States, 

which are home to 95 per cent of out-of-school children, give profound cause for 
concern. 

 
3. Legislation has been able to control child labor in the formal sector to some degree. 

As a result, child labor is most prevalent in the highly unmonitored, informal and 
rural sectors. 

 
4. For example, 66 percent of officially employed children aged 6 to 14 years in Peru 

work in the countryside (Boyden 1991). Because much of child labor is either in the 
informal sector or illegal, there is a lack of accurate data on this subject. 

 
5. The lack of enforcement of labor restrictions perpetuates child labor. This is 

manifested in different ways. The number of enforcement officials is very low, 
especially in developing countries where the immediate priority of subsistence takes 
precedence over anything else. There are also inconsistencies in legislation, which 
may pose problems. For example, a difference may exist between the minimum ages 
required to work and drop out of school. In many countries (Costa Rica, Thailand, Sri 
Lanka), the minimum working age is lower than the required age of compulsory 
education, giving children access to employment before they have even completed 
the minimum amount of schooling. When impoverished children are allowed to work 
legally, they will often abandon school to better their family's condition. 

 
6. In the reverse situation, if the minimum age requirement for work is greater than the 

compulsory schooling age, children who have completed the required schooling must 
stay inactive for a period of time before they can legally work. (For example, when a 
poor child from Bangladesh finishes the required schooling at 10 years of age, that 
child is not supposed to work until the age of 14. Such an expectation seems 
unreasonable.) 
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Possible Solutions 
 

Education 
By preventing child labor and giving the children education instead, we can better the chances 
that these children will succeed in life and they will be occupied with going to school and not 
being forced to work. The only downfall to this option is that it will take time, money, and the 
cooperation of the community to build these schools and enroll these children. Through 
education and training economically and socially marginalized children and young people can 
lift themselves out of poverty and find ways to take a role in participate in their societies. 
 

Unions against child labor 
With more unions, more people will be encouraged to help against child labor and they will 
be aware of what is really happening inside the work force.  In order to create these workers’ 
unions, revolts and strikes may be necessary, this can be very brutal and difficult process, the 
workers will be tested and some violence may occur.  This solution is a very risky and 
dangerous, if the workers fail to create the unions, the working conditions and treatment of 
workers may worsen in response of their rebellion. 
 

Informing the public/Raising awareness 
If we can change how the people see what child labor does to the children, more people will 
be determined to stop it and want to help.  On the other hand, this exposure to child labor 
could possibly cause the public to demand reforms in the government's labor laws and 
restrictions.  If the government refuses to support the misfortunate children then revolts and 
rebellions may occur, this is not our goal, we want to solve this issue in a peaceful and most 
productive way. 
 

Creating a minimum income for families 
Many families need child labor or they wind up putting their kids out on the streets or selling 
them in order to survive. If we can help these families come out of poverty and get a steady 
money income, more and more children won't have to work in these type of conditions. 
However, we must consider the fact that the government would be the one who has to 
support this system, and they may not be as enthusiastic about supporting such an idea. They 
may not even have the capability to do so especially if it is a developing country. 
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