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Welcome to COP28! 
 
Forum:  Conference of the Parties’28  
 

Topic: Proposing guidelines for the ban of fossil fuel production world wide  
 

Member states represented 
The United States, The United Kingdom, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Angola, 

China, India, New Zealand, Bhutan, Germany, Brazil, Sweden, Uruguay, Ireland. 

 

Message from your chairs:   
“Welcome to COP28, or better said: welcome to the future!   

You have just woken up in the most important global environmental summit of the year 2022 

and are honored to be an important part of it. The topic discussed is especially problematic 

after the past COP21 and COP22 conferences and the ongoing dirty politics played against the 

environment all over the world. We would like to thank you for participating in the MUN Day 

2017 and are looking forward to witnessing heated discussions in our lovely committee.   

You can prepare yourself for the upcoming day from this study guide as well as other sources 

in appendix and beyond. Every article you read about the topic of fossil fuels and your 

country’s position from this day on will be of great use to in during the committee work and 

might even earn you prizes, so why not go for it and show yourself in the best possible way?!  

Looking forward to meeting you in the committee and hoping to have a lovely and a productive 

day” 

 Antonia & Ani  
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Introduction 
 
All the fossil fuels face dim future. They are being extracted and used at a very steady rate. 

We all use fossil fuels to meet up our daily energy needs. In fact, we have been using them at 

such a rate that it is predicted that they will become extinct in another 4050 years. Due to 

population growth, the energy demand has rose at an astonishing rate.  The increased energy 

demand put pressure on oil companies to extract more oil and coal. The increased extraction 

and usage of fossil fuels has resulted in increased formation of carbon dioxide and other gases 

that are responsible for global warming. These gases form a layer in the atmosphere and 

prevent sunlight from going back into the space resulting in greenhouse effect. 

The increased pollution in the atmosphere has further deteriorated the health of human 

beings. 

Extraction of coal near wildlife areas has changed the overall landscape and resulted in 

extinction of endangered species.  

With so many problems with fossil fuels, the world has been looking ahead to save this planet 

by using come renewable sources of energy for a already a decade acting according to the 

Paris Agreement. However, not all the member states seem to be following the agreement, 

which puts pressure on the others to do twice as much to save the planet from disasters, 

creating a polarized global society. *Adapted from: Conserve- 
Energy-Future  
 
Further research: http://www.conserve-energy-future.com/howfossilfuelswork.php    

 
 

Definition of Key Terms 
 
Fossil Fuels - natural fuels such as coal, oil or gas, formed in the geological past from the 

remains of living organisms;  

 
Global Warming - the increase of Earth's average surface temperature due to effect of 

greenhouse gases, such as carbon dioxide emissions from burning fossil fuels or from 

deforestation, which trap heat that would otherwise escape from Earth;  

 
Greenhouse Effect - the trapping of the sun's warmth in a planet's lower atmosphere;  
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Paris Agreement - The Paris Agreement’s central aim is to strengthen the global response to 

the threat of climate change by keeping a global temperature rise this century well below 2 

degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and to pursue efforts to limit the temperature 

increase even further to 1.5 degrees Celsius. The Paris 

Agreement requires all Parties to put forward their best efforts through “nationally 

determined contributions” (NDCs) and to strengthen these efforts in the years ahead; 

 
Renewable Sources of Energy - Renewable energy is energy generated from natural 

resources—such as sunlight,wind, rain, tides and geothermal heat—which are renewable; 

 
 
 

General Overview 
 
Ever since the Industrial Revolution took off in the 18th century, vast quantities of fossil fuels 

have been used to power the economy and deliver unprecedented affluence to huge numbers 

of people. 

Fossil fuels, such as oil, coal, and natural gas, natural energy, such as hydropower and solar 

power, and nuclear power are collectively referred to as primary energy. World consumption 

of primary energy greatly increased from 3.8 billion tonnes of oil equivalent in 1965 to 11.1 

billion tonnes of oil equivalent in 2007. 

However, this increase was far from being uniform throughout the world. Whereas members 

of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) accounted for 69% 

of world energy consumption in 1965, the figure had decreased to 50% by 2007. (MHI Global)  

Coal, which is a major form of fossil fuels, is used in power plants to produce electricity 

and by industries to make steel. Oil is used by gasoline engine vehicles and natural gas is used 

by homeowners. 

While coal and oil are dangerous source of fossil fuels, natural gas is still safe and produces 

less emissions. Among these three, coal and Oil are the most severe pollutants as they pollute 

the air and increase carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere. The carbon dioxide is one the 

greenhouse gases solely responsible for increase in global warming. *Conserve-Energy-Future 

 
Renewable sources of energy like solar, wind, geothermal, hydropower are available in 

abundant and moreover they do not cause any pollution. Several renewable projects have 

been underway to make the world at least partially free from fossil fuels. Although these 

sources have huge investment cost and may not be able to produce power 24 hours a day. 

They can be used to meet up a small portion of our daily energy needs. The unfair share of 

effort between countries is creating a lot of tension in the global society.  



COP28 Freiburg – the 28th Conference of the Parties 

 

 

- 4 - 

 
Figure 1 

The graph above shows the distribution of world energy consumption between regions. In 

2022 this data seems more alarming - ever since the 45th President of the U.S. got into office, 

the energy extraction and consumption almost doubled, from which 89% was fossil fuel 

energy production and consumption. The policies of Trump got much more aggressive after 

he got elected for his 2nd term in 2020. However, some 40 cities in the U.S. under the 

leadership of San Francisco left the United States and created a union of independent cities 

oriented on sustainable development, following the Paris Agreement and COP22 agreements 

“under the will of the American people.” While Sweden and some other European countries 

managed to cut its domestic emissions by 70 percent already in 2022. At this point the 

question is, will the world be able to find a compromise for the well-being of the planet and 

try to limit its fossil fuel consumption now, after Marshall Islands have disappeared and the 

climate change being real has become unquestionable. 

 
 

Major Parties Involved  
 
United States, Germany and China have pumped in huge investments to bring down the 

usage of coal to produce electricity before 2017. However, due to the inconsistent policies of 

the U.S. government under Donald J. Trump, big investment potential from the U.S. in this 

area was lost;  
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Germany has continued to invest in the sustainable development and shift from fossil fuels to 

green energy consumption; 

Sweden is committed to completely phase out greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 and calls 

for all countries - including the US - to “step up and fulfil the Paris Agreement”; Ireland moved 

to become 1st country to divest from fossil fuels in parliamentary vote in 2017, while the U.K. 

has been unsuccessful in even recycling 50% of their waste; 

Russian Federation is still heavily dependent on oil and is currently fighting to preserve the 

prices of oil, supporting Trump’s new policies and considering creation of a coalition around 

world powers that do not believe in renewable energy sources; 

China, as the world’s biggest economy is heavily dependent on coal production and is figuring 

out how to sustain the growth while making sure its citizens do not become the victims of the 

pollution in the country, considering more use of renewable sources of energy; 

Greenpeace - Global movement working against the climate change and massively protesting 

government policies all around the world; 

Union of Concerned Scientists - Union of Concerned Scientists helps develop and implement 

innovative, practical solutions to global warming; 

 
 
 

Timeline of Key Events 
 
18th Century - Industrial Revolution (coal) 

Mid 19th century - rise of petroleum for heating, lighting, then automobiles, ships, airplanes, 

electricity production etc. through revolution of oil drilling technology in the US 1948 - OECD 

Established (Mission: The mission of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 

Development (OECD) is to promote policies that will improve the economic and social well-

being of people around the world.) 1965 - 69% of world energy consumption by OECD 

countries 

1968 - OAPEC was established 

1973 - First Oil crisis (OAPEC proclaim oil embargo and oil prices quadruple) 

1979 - Second Oil Crisis (oil prices doubled due to decrease in oil output because of 

Iranian revolution) 

1995 - COP1 

2005 - Kyoto Protocol entered into force 

2007 - 50% of world energy consumption by OECD countries 2015 - COP21 

2020- Extraordinary Global Fossil Fuel Summit (Resulting in the Global Fossil Fuel Papers) 

2021- Tornado Laura devastates a sixth of the US territory  
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Previous Attempts to solve the Issue  
 

Kyoto Protocol: The Protocol's major feature is that it has mandatory targets on greenhouse 

gas emissions for the world's leading economies which have accepted it. These targets range 

from -8 per cent to +10 per cent of the countries' individual 1990 emissions levels "with a view 

to reducing their overall emissions of such gases by at least 5 per cent below existing 1990 

levels in the commitment period 2008 to 2012." In almost all cases -- even those set at +10 

per cent of 1990 levels -- the limits call for significant reductions in currently projected 

emissions. Future mandatory targets are expected to be established for "commitment 

periods" after 2012. These are to be negotiated well in advance of the periods concerned. 

(http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/background/items/2879.php) 

 
 
COP21 - A summary of the document: 

 Reaffirm the goal of limiting global temperature increase well below 2 degrees Celsius, while urging 

efforts to limit the increase to 1.5 degrees; 

 Establish binding commitments by all parties to make “nationally determined contributions” (NDCs), 

and to pursue domestic measures aimed at achieving them; 

 Commit all countries to report regularly on their emissions and “progress made in implementing and 

achieving” their NDCs, and to undergo international review; 

 Commit all countries to submit new NDCs every five years, with the clear expectation that they will 

“represent a progression” beyond previous ones; 

 Reaffirm the binding obligations of developed countries under the UNFCCC to support the efforts of 

developing countries, while for the first time encouraging voluntary contributions by developing 

countries too; 

 Extend the current goal of mobilizing $100 billion a year in support by 2020 through 2025, with a new, 

higher goal to be set for the period after 2025; 

 Extend a mechanism to address “loss and damage” resulting from climate change, which explicitly will 

not “involve or provide a basis for any liability or compensation;” 

 Require parties engaging in international emissions trading to avoid “double counting;” 

 Call for a new mechanism, similar to the Clean Development Mechanism under the Kyoto Protocol, 

enabling emission reductions in one country to be counted toward another country’s NDC. 
(https://www.c2es.org/international/negotiations/cop21-paris/summary) 
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Global Fossil Fuel Papers of 2020 
For the first time a global paper was directed to a specific contributor to climate change – 

Fossil Fuels. Another special characteristic of this paper is the worldwide contribution of all 

countries (ALL countries). The Summit was held through a series of video conversations in 

order to reduce travel emissions. Here a summary of the three main outcomes: 

 
● All countries commit themselves to the establishment of a national office for fossil fuel 

production, consumption, import and export. The team of experts responsible for this office 

is to report to an international committee on a monthly basis and is to rotate annually. 

● Fossil fuel consumption is to be reduced by 50% in the following 30 years. 

● 25% of the budget used for fossil fuels on a national level is to be moved into the research and 

establishment of reusable energy sources (wind, hydro and solar) within the next 5 years 

After having been established in January 2020, the paper was immediately put into force but 

cancelled in July of the same year due to the unsolved disappearance of the official paper 

which results in a lack of legal binding to the commitments. 

 
 

Possible Solutions 
 

● Complete ban: the production and consumption of fossil fuels could be completely banned 

within 5 years through ie. military force, economic boycott or other means 

● Gradual ban: based on the production, consumption, import and export of fossil fuels of 

certain countries the percentage by which their usage of fossil fuels needs to be reduced can 

be determined year by year (step by step procedure) 

● Limit - Cap & Trade: Within a certain time fossil fuels could be limited worldwide and 

additionally economic incentives can be provided to countries who exceed their goals by 

certain percentages 
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Appendix 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cJ-J91SwP8w 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/sweden-pledges-greenhouse-gasemissions-

zero-2045-paris-agreement-a7561111.html 

https://www.rt.com/news/375353-ireland-divests-fossil-fuel/ 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/donald-trump-climate-change-

rebellionmichael-mann-global-warming-scientists-a7556696.html 

https://www.mhi-global.com/discover/earth/issue/history/history.html 

https://www.desmogblog.com/2016/09/21/nations-embrace-paris-agreement-world-

sexisting-fossil-fuels-set-exceed-its-goals 

http://billmoyers.com/2014/02/07/five-groups-leading-the-charge-to-halt-climate-change/ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-

environment/wp/2016/03/24/cleanenergy-is-winning-the-race-against-fossil-fuels-but-the-

planet-is-still-losing/ 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-01-26/how-cheap-oil-is-squeezingrussia-s-

economy 

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2015/09/which-countries-produce-the-most-

electricityfrom-coal/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emissions_trading 
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