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What is Crimea? (background history) 

 

 
 

Crimea is a peninsula, located in the southern part of Ukraine, and is surrounded by the Black 
Sea and the Sea of Azov. 
 
Crimea was colonized by the ancient Greeks, the Persians, the Romans, the Byzantine Empire, 
the Crimean Goths, the Genoese and the Ottoman Empire. Crimea and adjacent territories 
were united in the Crimean Khanate during the 15th to 18th century. 
 
The Crimean Peninsula was a part of Ottoman Empire (or the Turkish Empire) up until 1783, 
when it was annexed by the Russian Empire. Following the Russian Revolution of 1917, Crimea 
became an autonomous republic within the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic in the 
USSR, though later, during World War II, it was downgraded to the Crimean Oblast. 
 
In 1954, the Crimean Oblast was transferred to the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic by 
Nikita Khrushchev in order to bolster the "unity of Russians and Ukrainians" and the "great 
and indissoluble friendship" between the two peoples. Then, since Ukraine became 
independent, since 1991, Cremea became the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, with 
Sevastopol (the largest city) having its own administration, within Ukraine but outside of the 
Autonomous Republic.  
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Since 1997, after the Peace and Friendship Treaty signed by Russia and Ukraine, Crimea hosts 
the Russian Black Sea Fleet naval base in Sevastopol. The ex-Soviet Black Sea Fleet and its 
facilities were divided between Russia's Black Sea Fleet and the Ukrainian Naval Forces. 
 
On April 27, 2010, Russia and Ukraine ratified the Russian Ukrainian Naval Base for Gas treaty, 
extending the Russian Navy's lease of Crimean facilities for 25 years after 2017 (through 2042) 
with an option to prolong the lease in 5-year extensions. 
 

References: 
http://www.crimeahistory.org/timeline-of-the-history-of-crimea/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea 

  
Read more at the Washington Post: 
To understand Crimea, take a look back at its complicated history 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2014/02/27/to-understand-crimea-take-a-look-back-at-
its-complicated-history/?utm_term=.e3d8a93bddde 

 
 

How did it happen that Crimea got occupied by Russia? 
 
In March 2014, following the ousting of pro-Russian president Viktor Yanukovych in the 2014 
Ukrainian revolution, armed Russian special forces backed by pro-Russian separatists invaded 
major Ukrainian government buildings, military bases and telecommunication facilities of the 
peninsula and forced local authorities to hold an illegal referendum on "reunification with 
Russia". 
Following a controversial referendum, the Russian results of which showed majority support 
for joining Russia, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed a treaty of accession with the self-
declared Republic of Crimea, incorporating it into the Russian Federation as two federal 
subjects: the Republic of Crimea and the federal city of Sevastopol. 
 

What was the UN response? 
 
United Nations General Assembly Resolution 68/262 was adopted on March 27, 2014 by the 
sixty-eighth session of the United Nations General Assembly in response to the Russian 
annexation of Crimea and entitled "Territorial integrity of Ukraine". The resolution was calling 
upon states not to recognize changes to the integrity of Ukraine. It was introduced by Canada, 
Costa Rica, Germany, Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine. The adoption of the resolution, however, 
was preceded by the unsuccessful attempts of the United Nations Security Council, which 
convened seven sessions to address the Crimean crisis, only to face a Russian veto. 
 
Check on the resolution itself: http://mfa.gov.ua/mediafiles/files/misc/A-68-L.39.pdf 
Read more on the UN News Center:  
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47443&Cr=ukraine&Cr1=#.WKwtHm_hDIV 

  

http://www.crimeahistory.org/timeline-of-the-history-of-crimea/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2014/02/27/to-understand-crimea-take-a-look-back-at-its-complicated-history/?utm_term=.e3d8a93bddde
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2014/02/27/to-understand-crimea-take-a-look-back-at-its-complicated-history/?utm_term=.e3d8a93bddde
http://mfa.gov.ua/mediafiles/files/misc/A-68-L.39.pdf
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47443&Cr=ukraine&Cr1=#.WKwtHm_hDIV
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Do all countries recognize Crimea to be Ukrainian territory? 
 
Most of the international community (except Zimbabwe, Venezuela, Syria, Nicaragua, Sudan, 
Belarus, Armenia, North Korea and Bolivia) do not recognize the annexation and consider 
Crimea to be Ukrainian territory (they also voted against previously mentioned resolution). 
Russia currently administers the peninsula as two federal subjects: the Republic of Crimea and 
the federal city of Sevastopol. Ukraine continues to assert its right over the peninsula. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea 

 
 
 

How did Russia get punished for its illegal actions? 
 
In response to the Crimean crisis and the subsequent annexation of Crimea by the Russian 
Federation, some governments and international organizations, led by the United States and 
European Union, imposed sanctions on Russian individuals and businesses. 
There were three rounds of sanctions. The third round is continuing now. In response to the 
sanctions imposed by the EU on Russia, Russia imposed sanctions on the EU, which included 
even the trade embargo. This sanctions are also active now. The sanctions had (and have) 
some negative impacts on the both EU and Russian economies. 
 
Read more about the effect of the sanctions: 

1. Sanctions after Crimea: Have they worked? 
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2015/Russia/sanctions-after-crimea-have-
they-worked/EN/index.htm 

2. From the European Parliament Briefing in March 2016 (about the overall impact of 
the sanctions): 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-579084-Sanctions-over-
Ukraine-impact-Russia-FINAL.pdf 

3. From the European Parliament Briefing in October 2015 (about the Economic 
impact on the EU of sanctions over Ukraine conflict) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/569020/EPRS_B
RI(2015)569020_EN.pdf 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimea
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2015/Russia/sanctions-after-crimea-have-they-worked/EN/index.htm
http://www.nato.int/docu/review/2015/Russia/sanctions-after-crimea-have-they-worked/EN/index.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-579084-Sanctions-over-Ukraine-impact-Russia-FINAL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-579084-Sanctions-over-Ukraine-impact-Russia-FINAL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/569020/EPRS_BRI(2015)569020_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/569020/EPRS_BRI(2015)569020_EN.pdf
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Timeline 
EU restrictive measures in response to the crisis in Ukraine: 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/sanctions/ukraine-crisis/history-ukraine-crisis/ 
 
 
 
 
 

Any agreements reached to stop the military intervention? 
 
Minsk agreement was reached at a summit in Minsk on 11 February 2015. 

The full translated text is here: 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/11408266/Mi
nsk-agreement-on-Ukraine-crisis-text-in-full.html 

 
There was another, Minsk protocol signed before in September 2014. However, Russian 
Federation has not respect any of the two agreements and it has continue its military 
intervention on Ukrainian territories. 

Must read:  
What are the Minsk agreements? 
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/09/economist-
explains-7 
The Minsk Agreements: 2 years, 2 deals – but no peace in Ukraine 
http://rbth.com/international/2016/09/05/the-minsk-agreements-2-years-2-
deals-but-no-peace-in-ukraine_627177 

  

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/sanctions/ukraine-crisis/history-ukraine-crisis/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/11408266/Minsk-agreement-on-Ukraine-crisis-text-in-full.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/ukraine/11408266/Minsk-agreement-on-Ukraine-crisis-text-in-full.html
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/09/economist-explains-7
http://www.economist.com/blogs/economist-explains/2016/09/economist-explains-7
http://rbth.com/international/2016/09/05/the-minsk-agreements-2-years-2-deals-but-no-peace-in-ukraine_627177
http://rbth.com/international/2016/09/05/the-minsk-agreements-2-years-2-deals-but-no-peace-in-ukraine_627177
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What is the situation nowadays and what are some 
possible solutions? 
 
Crimea is still occupied. Russian military forces even after all the agreements still intervene 
the territory of Ukraine. European sanctions against Russia are extended until mid-2017 
read more here: https://www.ft.com/content/980274f4-9123-11e6-a72e-b428cb934b78 
 
The UN Security Council must agree on a Resolution that will incentivize and remind to Russian 
Federation to respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, as Russia had 
promised by Budapest Memorandums on Security Assurances in 1994. 

 
Read more: 
Explainer: The Budapest Memorandum And Its Relevance To Crimea 
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-explainer-budapest-memorandum/25280502.html 

 
 
Suggested caucuses: 

- Should the economic sanctions imposed by the EU, the USA and Canada on   
Russian Federation be extended? 

- How to stop Russian military intervention on the other parts of Ukrainian 
territory? 

- How to get humanitarian and financial aid to rebuilt Ukrainian economy? 
- Should the UN peace-keeping forces intervene the conflict? 

 
 
As possible solution, the UN SC can agree to: 

● continue economic sanctions against Russian Federation; 
● send the UN peace keeping forces to the conflict zone; 
● urge Russian military forces to leave Ukrainian territory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In case you have any question regarding this topic, lease do not hesitate to contact me or ask 

for more sources 
 

E-mail: rbc15.ikmy@uwcrobertboschcollege.de 
  

https://www.ft.com/content/980274f4-9123-11e6-a72e-b428cb934b78
http://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-explainer-budapest-memorandum/25280502.html
mailto:rbc15.ikmy@uwcrobertboschcollege.de
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Appendix  
Important Timelines 

 
Ukrainian Crisis: From Kiev to Crimea 

 

 
Appendix 1 source: http://fredw-catharsisours.blogspot.de/2014/03/ukraine-re-revolution-updates-march-2.html 

  

http://fredw-catharsisours.blogspot.de/2014/03/ukraine-re-revolution-updates-march-2.html
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Crimean Crisis Timeline (2014) 
 

 
Appendix 2 source: http://balkanblog.org/2014/03/07/analysis-russians-holding-whip-hand-in-crimea/ 

  

http://balkanblog.org/2014/03/07/analysis-russians-holding-whip-hand-in-crimea/
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Overall timeline of Ukrainian crisis 
 

 
Appendix 3 source: https://epthinktank.eu/2015/02/13/minsk-peace-agreement-still-to-be-consolidated-on-the-

ground/eprs-briefing-548991-minsk-peace-summit-fig1-timeline/ 

 

https://epthinktank.eu/2015/02/13/minsk-peace-agreement-still-to-be-consolidated-on-the-ground/eprs-briefing-548991-minsk-peace-summit-fig1-timeline/
https://epthinktank.eu/2015/02/13/minsk-peace-agreement-still-to-be-consolidated-on-the-ground/eprs-briefing-548991-minsk-peace-summit-fig1-timeline/

