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Introduction     

   Throughout the world history, revolution has often been the cause for 

many nations for a fundamental and radical change.  Different populations have 

risen in revolt and combated against authorities usually accompanied by 

violence to attain social change in the structure of society.  Factors such as but 

not limited to high unemployment, corruption, widespread poverty and high 

food prices can lead to revolutions and subsequently to civil wars and armed 

conflicts, which have caused not only instability and uncertainty but also 

violence culminating in deaths and violation of human rights.   

   

   After the French Revolution (1987) that ousted the monarchy and 

reshaped the structure of the government and the society, revolution became a 

way of resetting and reforming the past and this influenced the whole world.  

Within the emergence of Arab Spring, throughout the last six years, uprisings 

swept across Middle East.  These were thought to bring democracy.  In only six 

years governments of Tunisia, Yemen, Libya and Egypt were overthrown, 

triggering civil wars and armed conflicts.  Rebels in post-revolutionary countries 

have been equipped with weapons and have been triggering civil wars.  This year 

in RBC MUN 2018, as the disarmament committee we will be focusing on 

disarming rebels in recently revolutionized countries that haven’t achieved a 

stable and peaceful state yet, to implement United Nation’s goal maintaining 

peace throughout the world   

   

Definition of Key Terms     

Post-Revolutionary Countries:   Post-Revolutionary   countries   are   countries   

that   have overthrown their established governments through protests due to 

various reasons such as but not limited to, unemployment, poverty, dictatorship 

and corruption and have demanded for the replacement of the existing 

governments with new ones.  Currently, Syria, Yemen,   

Iraq and Libya can be given for examples of post-revolutionary countries.   
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Arab Spring:  Arab Spring is a name given for the uprisings that arose in several 

countries starting from 2011, in the Arab world for the overthrown of the 

established governments, demanding basically democracy.  The uprisings first 

took place in Tunisia in late 2010, influencing many other Arab states, such as 

Libya, Yemen, Egypt, Syria, Bahrain, Iraq.   

 

Chemical   Weapons (CW):   Chemical   Weapons   are   a   type   of   arsenal   that   

uses   certain chemical   and   formulations   for   death   or   harm.   On   June   

2014, the   UN   announced   the complete   removal   and   destruction   of   

chemical   weapons   in   Syria   in   order   to   achieve   the disarmament of the 

rebels.   

   

General Overview     

   Reasons such as but not limited to police brutality, change in ruling power, 

inequality, unemployment, corruption, increase in food price and low wages 

have caused revolts and uprisings   in   countries.   In   other   words, we   can   

say   that   revolutions   occur   when   the   basic needs of people aren’t met 

sufficiently by the authorities.  The French Revolution (1789), The Haitian   

Revolution, Iranian   Revolution, Cuban   Revolution, Chinese   Revolutions   have   

been the examples of the strongest revolutions leaving a landmark in the 

political, socio-economic history of the then countries.   

   

During   1900s   and   especially   after   2010s, the   occurrence   of   a   

revolutionary   wave, Arab Spring in the Arab world, that was thought to bring 

democracy and social justice has not only   caused   protests   but   also   has   

established   civil   wars   in   the   then   post-revolutionary countries.  Starting 

from 17 December 2010 in Tunisia, fall of the leaders in Egypt, Libya and Yemen   

have   caused   many   acts   of   abuse   of   human   rights, violence   and   unrest   

spreading throughout the region.  The uprisings have brought down regimes and 

have caused the death of millions.     

   

    One of the countries that have succumbed to this revolutionary wave for 

democracy is Yemen.  Yemen is one of the poorest nations in the Arab world 
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located in the South of Middle East, bordering Oman and Saudi Arabia, The 

Arabian Sea, Gulf of Aden and the Red Sea.   In   2015, an   ongoing   civil   war   

between   the   Houthi   forces   allied   with   the   former president   Ali   Abdullah   

Saleh   and   the   government   forces   of   Abdrabbuh   Mansur   Hadi, claiming 

to constitute the Yemeni Government has escalated.  The uprisings and riots in 

the capital   of   Yemen, Sana’a, against   the   president   Ali   Abdulaah   Saleh, 

who   had   been   ruling since 1978 within his party General People’s Congress 

escalated inspired by The Arab Spring in January 2011.  Saleh was forced to 

transfer some of his powers to then Vice President Abdrabbuh   Mansur   Hadi.   

In   February   2012, Hadi   got   elected   as   the   new   president   of Yemen.     

   

    Meanwhile Houthis, the Yemen’s Zaidi Shia Muslim minority located in the 

north of Yemen   and   rebels   who   had   fought   for   Saleh’s   oust, expanded   

their   influence   and   took advantage   of   the   new   president   Hadi’s   weak   

authority   by   taking   control   over   Sana’a.   A  coalition  of  mainly  the  

Kingdom  of  Saudi  Arabia  and  eight  other  Sunni  Arab  states  such  as:  Qatar,   

Kuwait,   the   United   Arab   Emirates,   Bahrain,   Egypt,   Morocco,   Jordan,   

Sudan   and  Senegal,  bombarded  Yemen  by  starting  an  air  campaign  named  

as  Operation  Decisive  Strom  and  launching  airstrikes  to  Houthi  forces  and  

its  allied  rebel  forces,  aiming  to  restore  Hadi’s  government.   The   coalition   

has   also   received   intelligence   support   from   some   of   the   West countries   

such   as   the   UK, the   US   and   France.       

 

In   addition, AQAP (Al-Qaeda   in   the   Arab Peninsula) and ISIS (Islamic 

State of Iraq and the Levant)’s jihadist militants have been seizing territory in the 

south, taking advantage of the chaotic situation.  However, the civil war is still 

going   on   in   Yemen   between   these   two   factions.   These   two   sides   have   

been   receiving support from regional and international powers.  More than 

4,300 prisoners have reportedly managed to escape.   

   

    Recently, in   Syria   there   is   an   ongoing   civil   war   caused   by   

sectarianism.   Syria, bordering   Turkey   Iraq, Jordan, Israel   and   Lebanon, has   

affected   the   political   and socioeconomic   situations   of   many   countries   
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neighboring.   Inspired   by   the   Arab   Spring, in March   2011, protests   took   

control   over   the   nation   aiming   to   oust   the   government   of President   

Bashar   al-Assad   and   was   oppressed   by   security   forces, when   teenagers   

were arrested and tortured for writing revolutionary slogans on a school wall in 

Deraa located in the south of Syria.  The governments’ use of force caused many 

to arm to defend and protect their neighborhood.   

   

    Due to reasons such as but not limited to corruption, demand for political 

freedom culminated   in   the   outbreak   of   the   first   protests, aiming   to   

politically   reform, in   2011.  Although 5 years has passed since the civil war 

outbreak, Bashar al-Assad from the Baath party remains   as president.  

However, Bashar   al-Assad has lost control over most of the nation.  The 

protests increased each year getting more and more effective, and turned into 

an armed conflict causing increasing number of 250,000 deaths and more than 

11 million Syrians to flee their homes.   

 

In Syria, the Shia Alewite Assad regime has been fighting with many 

jihadist militants from different Sunni armed groups with different targets.  

Especially the formation of the jihadist terrorist organization Islamic State (IS) 

has not only caused violence but has also   triggered   other   countries.   Bashar   

al-Assad   has   come   up   to   terms, within   the   military intervention of 

United States, to fully complete and destruct the chemical weapons arsenal of   

Syria.   However, according   to   the   fact-finding   mission (FFM) dispatched   

by   the Organization   for   the   Prohibition   of   Chemical   Weapons (OPWC), IS   

has   been   accused   of using ‘homemade chemical weapons’ and sulfur mustard 

to conquer the northern Syria, Marea.     

 

 

    At   the   moment   Islamic   State   has   taken   control   over   Iraq   and   

Syria   claiming   the transformation of the Assad regime to a caliphate.  Not only 

Syrians nor Iraqi people but also many   terrorists   from   all   around   the   world   

have   joined   to   ISIS.   Assad   regime   has   not   only been fighting with IS but 

also with the Kurdish forces located in the North of the country as well   as   the   
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al-Qaeda   affiliated   al   Nusrat   Front.   Different   parties   have   been   backed   

up   by different   external   forces   just   like   the   situation   in   Yemen, in   

which   Saudi   Arabia   had   been backing   up   Hadi’s   government   with   a   

collation   against   the   Houthis; and   Iran   had   been backing   up   Saleh’s   

forces   and   the   Houthis.   In   2014, a   coalition   led   by   the   United   States 

launched air strikes within the borders of Syria against IS, avoiding attacks that 

could benefit the   Syrian   government.   Since   then   Russia   has   been   

supporting   the   government   of   Assad.  However, opponents allege that the 

campaign has caused deaths of mainly the civilians in Syria.   Rebels   have   also   

formed   political   groups   such   as   the   National   Coalition   for   Syrian 

Revolutionary   and   Opposition   Forces.   These   groups   have   been   backed   

up   by   several Western and Gulf Arab states.   

   

    Turkey, Saudi Arabia and US have been supporting the revolutionary rebel 

forces in different cases.  On the contrary, Russia has been supporting the Syrian 

Assad government in these wars.  The Turkish Government has intervened in the 

Syrian civil war by starting an operation called the ‘‘Operation Euphrates Shield’’ 

allied with the Syrian rebel groups called the ‘Free   Syrian   Army’   between   the   

Euphrates   River   and   Azez.   In   this   ongoing   operation, Turkey has backed 

the Free Syrian Army and the other rebel groups that have been fighting against 

IS as well the Syrian Democratic Forces located in the region bordering Turkey.  

 

 For IS Aleppo is very important since it is bordering Turkey; thus, will 

benefit IS to reach the Western   countries.   On   the   other   hand,   the   Syrian   

Democratic   Forces,   which   have   been  formed  by  groups  such  as  the  Jaysh  

al-Thuwar  /  Army  of  Revolutionaries,  Jaysh  al-Sanadid,  People’s   

Protection   Units   (YPG)   and   the   Women’s   Protection   Units   (YPJ)   backed   

by   the  United   States,   want   to   form   the   Federation   of   Northern   Syria-

Rojava   in   the   intervened  region.  Turkey doesn’t recognize the Federation 

of Northern Syria formed by Kurdish people and   additionally   recognizes   the   

People’s   Protection   Unites (YPG) as   well   as   the   SDF   as terrorist groups.  

Turkey claims that both SDF and YPG are a part of The Kurdistan Workers’ Party 

(PKK), which has been making terrorist attacks in Turkey.  Thus, Turkey states 
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that YPG and SDF are threatening the borders of Turkey.  In the operation led by 

Turkey, the Turkish Armed Forces and the Syrian Democratic Forces have 

managed to reach Al Bab disabling the   

SDF to from the Federation of Northern Syria-Roove.     

   

   Meanwhile an ongoing civil war had also escalated in Iraq after the 

conquest of the most   important   regions   Fallujah   and   Mosul   by   IS.   50,000   

Iraqi   fighters, Kurdish   fighters, Sunni   Arab   tribesman   and   Shia   forces   

have   been   fighting   against   IS.   35,000   Kurdish peshmerga   forces   led   by   

the   president   of   Iraqi   Kurdistan   Masoud   Barzani   in   the   Kurdish 

autonomous   region   of   Northern   Iraq   have   been   fighting   against   IS   

under   the   control   of president   of   Iraq.   This   ongoing   operation   led   by   

this   coalition   has   begun   on   17   October 2016.  At the moment although IS 

has been ruling most of the northern and western Iraq, they have lost %16 of 

their territory.     

   

    IS   has   not   only   been   functioning   in   the   Middle   East.   According   

to   the   US   National Counterterrorism Center IS having been functioning in 18 

different countries worldwide such as but not limited to Pakistan and 

Afghanistan.  IS has also made terrorist attacks in Turkey,   

Belgium, Indonesia, the US and Bangladesh, France and across the world.   

   

Major Parties Involved     

  Saudi Arabia   

After  Hadi  fled  to  Saudi  Arabia  in  order  to  escape  from  the  attacks  of  the  

Houthis  when  the  Houthis   took   control   over   Sana’a   and   claimed   for   his   

resignation,   a   coalition   consisting   8  other  Arab  states  and  some  West  

countries  such  as  the  US,  the  UK  and  France,  led  by  Saudi  Arabia,   started   

to   function   in   Yemen,   aiming   to   put   its   air   campaign   Operation   

Decisive  Strom  into  practice.   
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  Iran   

 After Shia Muslim leader Nimr al-Nimr was executed in Saudi Arabia, the 

Iranian protestors attacked the Saudi embassy in Iran.  This aggravated the 

relations of these two countries.  In addition to this, the US has stated that 

Iranian arms shipments delivered from Iran to Yemen have been intercepted for 

three times.  The Iranian has accepted their assistance to Houthi forces.    

Turkey   

Turkey   has   intervened   to   the   Syrian   war   in   order   to   fight   against   IS   

and   the   Syrian Democratic   Forces   willing   to   create   a   Kurdish   state   

neighboring   Turkey.   Turkey   has   been fighting against the forces with the 

help of Free Syrian Army, which are the opponents of the   Assad   Regime.   

Turkey   has   been   backing   the   Free   Syrian   Army.   At   the   moment, Free 

Syrian Army and the Turkish Army have reached to Al Bab, disabling the SDF to 

link Azez and the west of the Euphrates River.   

 
Islamic State (IS)   

The Islamic State of Iraq and Levant has been functioning mainly in Iraq and Syria, 

as well as 18 other countries such as Yemen, Pakistan and Afghanistan.  It has 

caused many deaths and the refugee crisis.  The Islamic State has been funded 

by external powers and by the trade of oil in the black market.   

 

United States of America   

United States has been launching ISIS and Al-Qaeda with airstrikes.  United 

States has funded Yemen the most.  United States has also been backing up the 

Syrian Democratic Forces.     

Timeline of Events    

June 2004 Hundreds of people die in the north of Yemen during an armed conflict between the Houthis 

and Saleh’s government. 



General Assembly 1st Committee: International Security and Disarmament 

 

 

- 8 - 

December 

2006 

Saddam Hussein was executed in Iraq. 

January 

2009 

Al-Qaeda in the Arab Peninsula (AQAP) is formed. 

March 

2011 

In Syria, security forces led by Assad kill protestors in Deraa located in the south demanding 

for the release of political prisoners and peace. 

February 

2012 

Hadi get selected as the new president of Yemen in uncontested elections. 

July 2012 Free Syrian army seizes Aleppo and kills 3 security personals. 

December 

2012 

 The United States, France, Turkey, The United Kingdom, and the Gulf states recognize      the 

National Coalition as the ‘legitimate representatives’ of Syrian opponents. 

Sept 2013 Weapons inspector of the UN note the use of chemical weapons in the region of Ghouta in 

Damascus, which killed 300 people. 

June 2014 UN announces the complete removal and destruction of chemical weapons in Syria. 

Septembe

r 2014 

Siege of Sana’a by the Houthi rebels. 

March 

2015 

ISIS carries out its first major attacks in Yemen.  137 people get killed in two suicide bombings 

in Shia mosques.  The Operation Decisive Strom initiative launches airstrikes in Yemen and 

imposes naval blockade. 

March 2016   Iraqi army intervenes to re capture its Northern region Mosul from Islamic State.   

April 2016   UN peace talks take place in Kuwait.   

May 2016   The Iraqi army and Shia militias attempt to re capture Fallujah from   

IS.   
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Treaties and Resolutions  

• S/RES/2342 (2017) 23 February 2017 

 Extends until 26 February 2018, the time limited assets freeze, and travel ban 

against individuals or entities designated by the Committee; and extends the 

mandate of the Panel of Experts until 28 March 2018. 

 

• Security Council, 14 April 2015 (S/RES/2216)   

This   resolution   by   Security   Council   demands   the   withdrawal   of   Houthis   

from   all   seized regions and demands the Houthis to be disarmed from all seized 

arms.  Also establishes an arms embargo on the Houthis and forces loyal to 

former president Ali Abdullah Saleh.  Hadi’s government accepts to progress 

politically if only the UN Security Council resolution 2216 is prompt.   

 

• S/RES/2140 (2014) 26 February 2014 

This resolution imposes a travel ban and assets freeze for a time frame of one 

year from 26th February 2014 (The date of the adoption of the resolution) against 

the individuals or groups of people who, in one way or another, facilitate acts 

that threaten the security, stability and peace in Yemen.  

 

• Security Council, 27 September 2013 (S/RES/2118)   

This resolution required the Syrian government to follow a timeline to achieve 

the complete   destruction   and   removal   of   its   chemical   weapons   and   its 

‘chemical   weapon production   facilities’.   After   this   resolution   passed   in   

the   Security   Council, Syria   has   been recognized as responsible for the 

implementation of a plan designated by the Organization for the Prohibition of 

Chemical Weapons (OPWC).     

  

August 2016   The Turkish government decides to intervene to the Syrian civil war by backing the Free 

Syrian Army.   
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Evaluation of the Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue     

    In   Yemen, in   April   2016   UN-sponsored   peace   talks   took   place   

for   more   than   3 months   in   Kuwait   aiming   to   bring   together   the   Iranian   

allied   Houthis   and   Yemen’s internationally   recognized   government.   

However, the   peace   talks   ended   without   any agreement.   The   Hadi’s   

government   demanded   the   Houthis   to   withdraw   from   the   seized areas 

and hand in weapons that they have seized from the Yemen army.  In contrast 

to this, the   Houthis   denied   being   

backed   up by   Iranian   forces   and   

accused   Hadi’s government   for   

corruption   and   for being backed 

up by external powers.     

   

   Delegates   must   be   focused   

on how  the  rebels, 

 who  became  a terrorist 

organization affecting most of the 

countries in the world, were 

funded, to disarm them.  From the examples given above, it can be concluded 

that factions fighting in wars   have   been   mainly   backed   up   by   external   

powers.   Recently, United   States   has   been supporting the SDF and Russia has 

been supporting the Assad government.  Other than this ‘backing up’ system, IS 

has a very big influence on the oil revenues.  Important products in Mosul   are   

marble   and   oil.   In   other   words, the   region   located   in   Iraq   is   known   

with   its   oil refineries, which   is   very   important   economic   revenue   for   

Iraq.   By   conquering   places   like Mosul, IS has managed to acquire the biggest 

oil refineries and control its trade.  The Islamic State’s biggest source of revenue 

has been oil sold on the black market.  However, IS has lost most of its territory 

after the campaigns started by the governments of Russia and the United States-

led   coalitions.   

 Additionally, according   to   the   Center   for   the   Analysis   of   Terrorism 

(CAT), since the wells have become more depleted, it has compelled IS to extract 
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more oil from   the   refineries.   Moreover   according   to   the   CAT, in   2015   

IS   has   been   funded   by extortion the most.  Taxes, fees and expropriations 

have all added up to IS’s revenue making 33% of its income.  HIS Conflict Monitor 

has noted that since IS has been charged with fines for   reasons   such   as, to   

give   an   example, ‘driving   on   the   wrong   side   of   the   road’.   The operations 

led by external powers have not only caused IS to lose territory but has also 

caused IS to get weaker in the means of income.   

On 14th of December in 2017, eighth round of Syria peace talks took peace 

in Geneva. The aim of the peace talks that were backed up by UN was to create 

a platform where the government and the opposition could negotiate and 

discuss the further steps in order end the war and bring stability to Syria. 

However, this attempt did not put forward any solutions to resolve the current 

situation in Syria. 

Following the launch of ballistic missiles to Riyadh in 2017, the Saudi led 

coalition has taken certain measures to Yemen, that asked Iran to stop the 

smuggling of weapons to the rebels. One of the most important events that have 

happened recently, which have also changed the flow of the war, was the 

fighting that took place in the center, Sanaa, between the 'erstwhile' allies: 

Houthies and Mr. Saleh's supporters. On 2 December, to stop the 'blaming' 

among the two sides, Mr. Saleh stated on TV, that he was willing to turn a "new 

page" for the relations. He asked the coalition to stop the air attacks. The offers 

for fresh talks on the other hand were welcomed by the coalition; however, this 

also caused Houthi rebels to make accusations for betrayal. President Ali 

Abdullah Saleh was assassinated by Houthi rebels, near the capital after his 

efforts for peace talks. 

In 2017, following the launch of ballistic missiles to Riyadh, the Saudi led 

coalition has taken certain measures to Yemen, that asked Iran to stop the 

smuggling of weapons to the rebels. One of the most important events that have 

happened recently, which have also changed the flow of the war, was the 

fighting that took place in the center, Sanaa, between the 'erstwhile' allies: 

Houthies and Mr. Saleh's supporters. On 2 December, in order to stop the 

'blaming' among the two sides, Mr. Saleh stated on TV, that he was willing to 
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turn a "new page" for the relations. He asked the coalition to stop the air attacks. 

The offers for fresh talks on the other hand were welcomed by the coalition; 

however, this also caused Houthi rebels to make accusations for betrayal. 

President Ali Abdullah Saleh was assassinated by Houthi rebels, near the capital 

after his efforts for peace talks. 

 

Possible Solutions     

   Hadi’s government states that peace talks are ‘pointless’ without the 

achievement of the disarmament   of   the   Houthi   rebels   and   its   allies   in   

the   post-revolutionary   country   Yemen.  

 

 “No   peace   can   be   reached   with   this   extremist   group   unless   it   

hands   over   its   weapons” Yemen’s Human Rights Minister Ezz Al-Din Al-

Asbahi, has said in an interview with    Asharq    Al-Awsat, emphasizing   

his   hope   on   the   disarmament   of   the   Iran-allied   group.   Thus, the 

delegates must focus on disarming the Houthi rebels to make the two sides come 

into terms.  We can conclude that peace talks aren’t sufficient to end the way 

and disarm rebels.  One way to solve this issue could be disarming rebels by 

disabling them to acquire more territory, stop the illegal arms trade as well as 

this ‘backing up’ system.   

   

Important Links     

• http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Humanitarian%2

0Dashboard_Ja n-Aug%20Final%20v2.pdf  

  

• https://www.opcw.org/news/article/opcw-fact-finding-mission-

compelling-confirmation-that-chlorine-gas-used-as-weapon-in-

syria/   

 

• https://disarmament-

library.un.org/UNODA/Library.nsf/780cfafd472b047785257b1000501037/

5f61477d 
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793185d285257be8006b135a/%24FILE/A%2067%20997-

S%202013%20553.pdf 

   

• http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-27838034  

  

• http://news.ihsmarkit.com/   

 

• http://cat-int.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/ISIS-Financing-

2015-Report.pdf  

  

• https://www.un.org/sc/suborg/en/sanctions/2140/resolutions 
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